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Background to the
Longworth Neighbourhood Plan
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Background to the Neighbourhood Plan
•

In early 2013, Longworth Parish Council agreed that a Neighbourhood Plan was needed and a
Committee established as a sub-committee under the Parish Council

•

Questionnaire survey was distributed (193 responses from 466 residents, 42% return); rCOH
consultant was engaged for the duration of the process

•

A presentation of the initial review of the results was given at a Village Hall meeting in
February 2015

•

Committee then continued to review and analyse the results of the questionnaire in order to
create a draft Neighbourhood Plan that met with the views and desires of the village, taking
advice from both our rCOH consultant and liaising directly with the VWHDC Planning
department

•

In October 2015, the Parish Council reviewed the final draft and approved moving to the next
stage of the process: Village Consultation.
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Draft Longworth Neighbourhood Plan
Summary

5

Summary
Analysis of the questionnaire data resulted in a wide range of
differing views. However, there was a view that permeated
throughout the results, which was a strong desire to:
• Maintain the rural atmosphere of the village
• Maintain the peace and tranquility of the village
It was with these two key drivers that the Committee proceeded
to create what is now the draft Longworth Neighbourhood Plan.
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What is most important to the villagers of Longworth

25

Rural atmosphere

21

Quietness and tranquillity

10

Village School

9
9

Separation from other villages
Low traffic

5
5

Open spaces
Village pub

3
3
3

Easy access to countryside
Working farms
Village church

2

Ecological habitats

Historical environment
Other

1
2
% saying ‘most’ important
7

Ensuring the maintenance of open spaces when
considering housing development in the village

26
31

20

41

Most important

One of the most important things
It is quite important but other things are more important
Not likely to be a concern

Don’t know
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Locations where homes should be built

53

Between existing houses/ infill

34

Paddocks/ open spaces

24

Existing gardens/ backfill
I don't believe there are any suitable
locations

Don't know/ not sure

15

17
% saying
9

Suitable site locations

59

No location specified

17

Nursery site

13

Home Field

10

Cow Lane East
South of Hinton Road
(between Barn Ground and Frilford Farm)

Frilford Farm

6
6
% naming

No other sites named by more than 3% of respondents

Respondents could name multiple sites
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Suitable styles of housing for the village

84

Cotswold Stone/ Traditional

55

Brick or Brick Facings

14

Contemporary/ Modern
Other

Don't know/ not sure

4

2
% saying style of housing was suitable for the village

The survey also strongly suggests that if new housing is needed,
these should be smaller properties (either properties suitable for
‘downsizing’ for current residents on retirement or smaller family
properties of up to four bedrooms).
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The LNP must be consistent with
national and local policies
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Consistency with National Policies
National Planning Policy Framework

i.

At the heart of the National Planning Policy Framework is a presumption in
favour of sustainable development, which should be seen as a golden thread
running through both plan-making and decision-taking.

ii.

Communities engaging in neighbourhood planning should:
 develop plans that support the strategic development needs set out in
Local Plans, including policies for housing and economic development
 plan positively to support local development, shaping and directing
development in their area that is outside the strategic elements of the
Local Plan; and
 identify opportunities to use Neighbourhood Development Orders to
enable developments that are consistent with their Neighbourhood Plan
to proceed.

Source: NPPF Paras 14 & 16
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Consistency with Local Policies
Vale of White Horse Local Plan 2031 P1

i.

Settlement hierarchy
"The Smaller Villages have a low level of services and facilities, where any development
should be modest and proportionate in scale and primarily be to meet local needs.”

ii. Supporting sustainable growth
“The strategy will support the delivery of sustainable growth through…promoting thriving
villages and rural communities whilst safeguarding the countryside and village character, by
• focusing development within the rural areas to the Larger Villages thus helping to
maintain their vitality and the sustainability of local services, and
• supporting appropriate development in the Smaller Villages to help meet the local needs
of rural communities.”

iii. Smaller Village policies - concept of "limited infill“
“At the Smaller Villages, limited infill development may be appropriate within the existing
built areas of these settlements or if it is allocated within an adopted Neighbourhood
Development Plan or future parts of the Local Plan 2031.
Proposals for development will be supported where they are in keeping with local character
and are proportionate in scale and meet local housing needs, and/ or provide local
employment, services and facilities.”
Source: VWHLP2031 Policies CP3 and CP4
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Turning Results into Policies
Maintaining Longworth as a
‘Smaller Village’
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LNP Policy 1: A Spatial Plan for the Parish
Proposals for limited infill development inside the Village’s built-up areas will
be supported, provided they:
i.

are in keeping with the character of the local dwellings and
landscapes

ii. are proportionate in scale to existing buildings in the close vicinity
Development proposals on land outside the Village’s built-up areas will be
resisted unless they are in accordance with other development plan policies
managing development in the countryside.
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4.10 The policy defines “limited infill” as follows:
• developments to be allowed only within the built-up areas on available sites that fall
between existing houses
• design must be in keeping with the majority of properties in the immediate area
• developments must retain appropriate road frontage to substantiate the proposed
development and also with access direct from an existing adopted/adoptable road
• provision for off road parking for at least two vehicles per property is desirable for all
developments to avoid congestion

• development must consist of no more than one of the following on any single site:
• 2 detached homes
• 1 pair of semi-detached home and 1 detached home
• 1 terrace of up to 3 homes
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LNP Policy 2: Design

Within the Village’s built-up areas, the scale, density, massing, height,
landscape design, layout and materials of all development proposals,
including alterations to existing buildings, will be required to sustain and
enhance the distinctive character of each part of Longworth village and its
setting.
The design of development proposals outside the Village’s built-up areas that
are considered acceptable in principle in land use terms by other
development plan policies must have special regard to the setting and
character of nearby dwellings, and must be representative of the good quality
examples pre-existing in the village.
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LNP Policy 3: Community Facilities
Proposals that will result in the unnecessary loss of a community facility, as listed
below, will be resisted unless it can be clearly demonstrated that the use of the
building and ancillary land is no longer viable or that the use can be satisfactorily relocated for the ongoing benefit of the local community:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.

Longworth Primary School and field
Longworth Pre School
Longworth Village Hall
St Mary’s Church
The Blue Boar Public House

Proposals to improve the viability of an established community use of the buildings
and ancillary land by way of its extension or partial redevelopment will be supported,
provided the design of the scheme and the resulting increase in use are appropriate in
design terms and will not harm the amenities of adjoining residential properties.
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Next Steps
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Next Steps (i)
Draft Pre-Submission Plan – completed √

Parish Council Scrutiny – completed √

6-week consultation period – Dec 15th 2015 – Jan 28th 2016

Review comments – as submitted

Amend Pre-Submission Plan

Early
Feb

Consultation Statement
21

Next Steps (ii)
Submit to

Referendum

Adoption – approx 90 days after Referendum
A neighbourhood plan attains the same legal status as the Local Plan once it has been agreed
at a referendum and is made (brought into legal force) by the local planning authority. 22

Longworth Neighbourhood Plan
Questions
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